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Fermata: Poets & Writers Respond to Music 

In celebration of Poetry Day Ireland on April 28, we are pleased to announce our plans to 

launch a new poetry and prose book in autumn 2016.  Fermata is edited by poet, Eva Bourke, 

and poet/broadcaster, Vincent Woods and published by Artisan House Connemara.  

A fermata in musical notation is a pause or a hold extending the length of the note played, 

literally a breathing space. The sixty-five contributors to Fermata write about jazz, 

traditional Irish music, classical, country, blues, opera, rock and pop. The book will feature a 

new short story by Ken Bruen and many new poems and prose writings that explore the 

strong connection between music and the written word.  

 

Fermata will celebrate the long established Irish tradition of music and poetry as linked 

creative spirits and will be the first collection of music-themed writings to be published in 

Ireland.  

A crowd-funding campaign to raise funds for the publication of Fermata is currently running 

on Fund-it. “We are pleased with the support received to date and we look forward to 

publishing this unique and engaging collection. Artisan House is committed to making a 

beautiful book that respects the spirit of music and the dignity of the poetry,” said Mary 

Ruddy, from Artisan House, Connemara.   

 

Fermata contains a wide range of themes and honours singer, musicians and composers 

including Elvis, Beethoven, Johnny Cash, Bessie Smyth, the Miami Showband, Bach and Joe 

Heaney. This book will be a delight for lovers of music and poetry alike. Among the 

poets/writers included are: Moya Cannon, Ciaran Carson, Harry Clifton, Theo Dorgan, Paul 

Durcan, Peter Fallon, Leontia Flynn, Hugo Hamilton, Kerry Hardie, James Harpur, Seamus 

Heaney, Rita Ann Higgins, Pearse Hutchinson, Thomas Kinsella, Michael Longley, Joan 

McBreen, Paula Meehan, John Montague, Sinéad Morrissey, Dennis O'Driscoll, Mary 

O'Malley, Justin Quinn, Gabriel Rosenstock, Peter Sirr, Colm Tóibin, and David Wheatley.  

 

 



Anyone wishing to support the crowd funding campaign, see Fermata: Poets/Writers 
Respond to Music, http://fundit.ie/project/fermata-poetswriters-respond-to-music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

Mary Ruddy, 

Artisan House 

E:  artisanhouseeditions@gmail.com 

T: 087 333 4627 

www.artisanhouse.ie 

 

 

 

Note for Editor: 

Co-editors Eva Bourke and Vincent Woods are available for interview. 

 

 

 

Eva Bourke  

 

Eva Bourke is a German-born poet, translator and teacher who has lived in Galway for most 

of her adult life. She has published six collections of poetry and several books of translations. 

Together with Bórbala Fárago she edited an anthology of immigrant poets to Ireland, entitled 

Landing Places (2010, Dedalus Press). She is a member of Aosdána. 

 

Vincent Woods  

 

Vincent Woods is a Leitrim-born poet, playwright and broadcaster (Arts Tonight, RTE1) His 

poetry collections are The Colour of Language and Lives and Miracles. He co-edited The 
Turning Wave, Poems and Songs of Irish-Australia. His plays include At the Black Pig’s Dyke 
and A Cry from Heaven. He is a member of Aosdána. 

 

Publisher:  Artisan House Connemara 

Artisan House is a publishing company creating beautifully illustrated high-quality books 

and bespoke publications on a richly diverse range of subjects including food and lifestyle, 

photography, and the visual arts, music and poetry. 

http://fundit.ie/project/fermata-poetswriters-respond-to-music
mailto:artisanhouseeditions@gmail.com
http://www.artisanhouse.ie/


Our creative approach embraces the complete cycle from concept to final delivery including 

design, editing, translation, illustration, photography, and print management. This enables 

total oversight of the process to ensure publications of exceptional standard.  

Creative Director, Vincent Murphy, and Editorial Director, Mary Ruddy, established Artisan 

House in 2013. Publications include the Gourmand Award winning Sea Gastronomy: Fish 
and Shellfish of the North Atlantic by Michael O’Meara; Celebrating Irish Salmon by Máirín 

Uí Chómain;  Joe Boske The Works by Joe Boske; Connemara by Dorothy Cross; and An Art 
Lover’s Guide to the French Riviera by Patrick J Murphy. Artisan House is a member of 

Publishing Ireland.  

www.artisanhouse.ie  

 

http://www.artisanhouse.ie/

